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Â Molly L. Whalen , Executive Director, DC Association for 

Special Education (DCASE) and Parent Advocate, 

mwhalen@dcase.org

Â Rhonda White , Family and Community Engagement 

Liaison and Family Ties of DC Program Coordinator, 

Quality Trust for  Individuals with Disabilities

rwhite@dcqualitytrust.org

Local Parent Advocates:
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Session Objectives

ÅHelp educators and administrators develop parent -

friendly language and provide accessible resources to

ensure a true partnership with parents .

ÅAssist with helping educators to enhance every

studentõstransition plan to be a real, attainable and

powerful tool to ensure a studentõstransition to a

productive and meaningful adult life .
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What to Remember

ÅMany parents of students with disabilities are

completely unaware of what secondary transition

planning is and how important it is to preparing for life

after school.

ÅTransition planning is a crucial time for students with

disabilities and schools that involve parents have

significantly better results in guiding students toward

well -rounded and high -achieving adult lives .
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What is the purpose of Special 

Education?

. . . a free appropriate 
public education that 
emphasizes special 

education and 
related services 

designed to meet 
studentsõ unique 
needs and toé.

Prepare students 
for further 
education, 

employment, and 
independent 

living. 
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Parents need to know that 

Transition planning is abouté

Planning 
for the 
Future

Dreams 
for their 

Child
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What is Family Engagement?

Family 
Involvement

Family 
Empowerment

Family 
Preparation
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Family Engagement:
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The Family Role

We tend not to look at family 
involvement in terms of specific 
roles and responsibilities:

ÅSetting expectations

ÅHelp youth set goals for themselves

ÅResponsible for specific tasks

ÅActive participation on IEP team


